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This week, we announced an exciting new development—the Innovation Research Interchange is 
now part of the NAM. IRI is a leader in helping companies drive innovation and develop the 
cutting-edge technologies that keep manufacturing strong, with a particular emphasis on R&D. 
With this transformational development our industry will benefit from world-class R&D thought 
leadership and the proven strategies that IRI has perfected. We look forward to sharing more 
about the new resources that will be available through IRI.  
 
Key Issues          
 
Mixed Employment News Despite Solid Gains Manufacturing employment rose by 31,000 in 
November, and year to date, hiring in the sector is on track for the best annual job growth since 
1994, rising by 315,000 in the first 11 months. Yet, there remained 253,000 fewer manufacturing 
employees relative to pre-pandemic levels, with 12,799,000 workers in the sector in February 
2020.  
 
Earlier this week, data released by the U.S. Department of Labor shows that there were more 
than 1 million job openings in manufacturing in October, a more than 6.4% increase from the 
948,000 openings in September. This now marks the seventh straight month with manufacturing 
job postings above 800,000. This level of job openings send a clear message that creators are 
wanted! It reinforces the importance of CMA members’ work with The Manufacturing Institute and 
our Creators Wanted campaign to inspire, educate and empower a new generation of creators in 
the U.S. 
 
Overall, our Chief Economist Chad Moutray highlights that manufacturing continues to expand 
strongly—despite lingering supply chain, workforce and pricing pressures—with new orders 
soaring 11.5% year to date. In addition, new orders for core capital goods rose 0.7% to $78.7 
billion in October, a record high, with 9.9% growth year to date. Here are additional toplines from 
this week’s indicators: 

• The average hourly earnings of production and nonsupervisory workers in manufacturing 
rose 0.4% from $24.14 in October to $24.24 in November, with a 4.9% increase over the 
past year. 

• Along those lines, the unemployment rate dropped from 4.6% in October to 4.2% in 
November, a post-pandemic low.  

• The ISM® Manufacturing Purchasing Managers’ Index® edged up from 60.8 in October to 
61.1 in November. Hiring growth was also the strongest since April. The sample 
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comments and the data once again highlighted supply chain disruptions, shortages of key 
inputs and soaring costs.  

• Private manufacturing construction spending edged up 0.3% to $78.90 billion in October, 
the strongest pace since November 2019.  

House Passes Bill to Strengthen Shipping Supply Chain Earlier this week, by a vote of 364–
60, the House of Representatives passed the Ocean Shipping Reform Act of 2021 (H.R. 4996), a 
bill that would provide the first major updates to U.S. maritime law in more than 20 years and 
address many of the issues causing delays and cost increases in the supply chain. Prior to the 
vote, the NAM urged representatives to support passage. H.R. 4996 will provide new standards 
for service contracts between ocean carriers and shippers, increase efficient container movement 
with new data and transparency requirements and prohibit some fee assessments from being 
charged to trucking and shipping companies facing congestion at the ports, among other 
provisions. While the Senate still needs to consider the bill, this is the first concrete step Congress 
has taken to alleviate delays in the national supply chain. 
 
Vaccine Mandate Paused for Federal Contractors This week, a federal judge in Georgia 
temporarily stayed President Biden’s vaccine mandate for federal contractors nationwide , ruling 
that the President likely exceeded his constitutional and statutory authority in issuing the mandate. 
Rather than “limiting the relief to only those before the Court, which would prove unwieldy and 
would only cause more confusion,” the court granted a nationwide stay, effectively freezing the 
mandate across the country. 
 
Meanwhile, the Sixth Circuit—where nearly 40 cases challenging OSHA’s mandatory vaccine or 
weekly testing ETS have been consolidated into one mega-action—denied OSHA’s request to 
expedite briefing on its motion to dissolve the stay entered by the Fifth Circuit last month and 
punted on setting a merits briefing schedule. The challengers to the ETS filed their oppositions to 
the motion to dissolve the stay yesterday (over a dozen opposition briefs were filed), and OSHA 
will file its reply brief this Friday. The court’s decision on the stay is expected sometime next 
week. We continue to think that the Supreme Court may ultimately determine whether the stay 
remains in effect. 
 
Advocating for Manufacturers 
 
As Congress continues to deliberate on the “Build Back Better” reconciliation bill, members of the 
House and Senate have been floating new taxes to help pay for the package. Senate Finance 
Committee Chairman Ron Wyden (D-OR) has released one set of proposals which would change 
tax policy for pass-through entities contained in Subchapter K of the Internal Revenue Code. 
Pass-through entities account for millions of employees and billions of dollars in capital 
investment. The current structure of pass-through partnership law offers manufacturers a critical 
way to start and maintain a business—especially for small and medium-sized manufacturers. 
Altering the tax rules for pass-throughs could change that calculation by increasing the complexity 
on forming partnerships as well as creating confusion for existing partnerships.  
 
ACTION NEEDED: We invite and encourage you to join other industry associations and sign onto 
this letter by today, Friday, December 10th at 5:00 PM EST. 

https://click.email.nam.org/?qs=a26433c0818d42fb5927b8fecce2f478a613b0605feaf98abc95bcbbab100c39c6606e3bca258d9abaa4eff879ee94760a90a527a5b14543
https://click.email.nam.org/?qs=a26433c0818d42fbde52db649bae7cfeef3b0fccbef64fde942ff4a55fb60700b80a2955da5d51a3d8acc61babdd4935ae001c1946fe61d7
https://click.email.nam.org/?qs=a26433c0818d42fbf99c0d0513ae16069b5eac9e457bd632b1bf351f22b96d540421785a5b5ed749dff39816227b5d29761dc7bab8a75c99
https://click.email.nam.org/?qs=a26433c0818d42fbde54b2ae32239413f06d8267da6038b3a1e9fad9864e96d1c79e7e78c10e429ebc2fee1243c105ba3ecfd47bc574d43f
https://click.email.nam.org/?qs=a26433c0818d42fbb7e35e17086a90337dbb21248174f699a5372966773e92eef1a881e13b1aeda648b45428bcba34df7944bf533a152e7d
https://click.email.nam.org/?qs=a26433c0818d42fb8aad2edca02ef7e3f52c294578c2125c70f584637f7e315ad10be614915e2ba8535179950f3814291c27fe588b056f0b


 
CMA Member Highlights 

• Joe McGuire, President and CEO, Association of Home Appliance Manufacturers 
(AHAM) has been named 2022 Association Executive of the Year by Association Trends. 
Celebrating its 42nd anniversary, Association Trends Salute to Association Excellence 
honors the brightest stars of the association community and their commitment to 
excellence. 

• The American Brush Manufacturers Association (ABMA) has announced Donna 
Frendt of Creative Cyberservices as the organization’s next Executive Director. Donna will 
begin her new role January 1, 2022. She succeeds David Parr who is retiring after 20 
years at the helm.  

• The Irrigation Association has named Natasha Rankin as its new chief executive officer, 
starting January10, 2022. She most recently served as the chief strategy officer for the 
American Counseling Association. She succeeds CMA Board member Deb Hamlin who 
served as CEO for 15 years.  

The NAM provides this weekly update with key content for our association partners. This is also a 
platform to highlight work of our CMA partners. Shoot us a note on any initiatives or messages 
that your organization has launched that we can share with others. 
 
Coming up  
 
December 14: 2021 Virtual D&I Summit (1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. eastern) The manufacturing 
industry is facing a labor shortage—and one of the industry’s biggest opportunities to address this 
challenge is by broadening the talent pipeline and prioritizing actions that recruit and retain a 
diverse workforce. Join us for a virtual event that will explore dimensions of diversity and inclusion 
specific to the manufacturing workforce and provide actions you can take now to move our 
industry forward. We will discuss the latest data and stats pertaining to D&I in the manufacturing 
industry, explore how to build inclusion into company culture and hear from those at the forefront 
of action to increase diversity and inclusion to help you attract and retain the talent you need to be 
competitive. 
 
December 16: EPA Methane Briefing for NAM Members (1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. eastern) The 
NAM will hold a briefing with EPA staff on its recently proposed rule to reduce methane emissions 
from the oil & gas sector. EPA staff will be available to answer questions from NAM member 
companies. 
 
January 12-14: CMA Winter Leadership Conference (Four Seasons, Baltimore, MD) Be a part 
of the conversation at the CMA Winter Leadership Conference. Join nearly 200 manufacturing 
trade association executives as we discuss disruptive trends and technologies impacting the 
manufacturing industry.  
 
Leadership Reads (and Listens) 
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A weekly round-up of leadership, operations and productivity articles, podcasts, and micro-
learning opportunities. 

• Getting More Out of Your Reading Life Beyond the To-Do List (40-min listen)  
• If You Don’t Fail, You’re Not Even Trying Quote of the Day Show (12-min listen) 
• The Power of Peer Groups IndustryWeek (5-min read) 
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