
 
  
CMA Weekly Update – November 19, 2021 
 

The House and Senate were back in session this week with an incredibly busy agenda for the 
remainder of the year. This morning, the controversial budget reconciliation bill, Build Back Better 
(BBB), was passed by the House. Earlier in the week, a group of moderate Democrats in the House 
pushed to receive more cost and economic information on the BBB from the Congressional Budget 
Office (CBO) prior to voting on the bill. The CBO’s estimate released yesterday showed the proposal 
would add $367 billion to the budget deficit over 10 years. 
 
At a time when Americans are counting on manufacturers to lead our recovery and respond to supply 
chain challenges, this proposal would be paid for by taxes that will hit manufacturers harder than other 
industries. These tax increases would reverse the gains the industry has made since tax reform was 
enacted in 2017. 
 
The NAM will continue to work closely with CMA partners to defend manufacturers from the over $1 
trillion in tax increases contained in the reconciliation package. Click here for the NAM’s response to 
the vote and here for tools to share with your members to help stop a return to archaic tax policies that 
threaten manufacturers competitiveness and ability to hire more workers and raise wages and 
benefits. 
 
Key Issues          
 
OSHA Vax-or-Test Mandate Lawsuits Consolidated: There are new developments this week 
regarding the implementation of and the legal challenges to the OSHA’s mandate-or-test Emergency 
Temporary Standard for employers with 100 or more employees. Thirty-four lawsuits are now pending 
in the 12 federal circuits, and by law, such challenges to agency action must be consolidated into one 
case to be heard in one federal circuit court of appeal, chosen at random. On Tuesday, the Judicial 
Panel on Multidistrict Litigation held a lottery to determine which federal court would have jurisdiction, 
and the Sixth Circuit was selected. That means there is now only one case to follow on this issue.  
 
Given the legal challenges underway, OSHA has suspended enforcement of the ETS. Our team 
expects the court to move quickly and continues to think that the Supreme Court may ultimately decide 
the legality of the ETS. It is impossible to predict how the Sixth Circuit or the Supreme Court will rule, 
and the deadlines to develop compliance policies (Dec. 6) and ensure employees are vaccinated (Jan. 
4) could hold, get pushed or be struck down altogether. We keep sharing manufacturers’ perspectives 
and experiences with the administration to make sure manufacturers are not faced with undue cost 
burdens and other potential disruptions. 
 
SEC Reverses on Proxy Firm Rule: Last year, manufacturers won a major victory when the SEC 
published a new rule to regulate proxy firms, which have significant influence over public company 
governance decisions and the performance of shareholders’ investments. Now under new leadership, 
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the SEC has so far refused to enforce the rule—and this week, the commission issued a new proposal 
that would wipe out important progress. Under the new proposal announced yesterday, proxy firms 
would no longer be required to provide their recommendations to companies nor to notify investors 
when companies file a response to their recommendations. The anti-fraud standards’ application to the 
firms would also be weakened.  
 
The NAM is deeply concerned by the SEC’s about-face, and we strongly oppose any changes to the 
proxy firm rule. We are challenging the SEC’s nonenforcement of the 2020 rule in court, and will also 
engage with the SEC on its new proposal and push back on the commission’s attempts to remove 
these critical investor protections. A fact sheet on the new proposal is available here, and the full rule 
proposal is available here. 
 
President Biden Signs Infrastructure Bill: On Monday, the bipartisan legislation became law – a 
hard fought victory for all manufacturers that took years to achieve. In 2016, the NAM released our 
Building to Win plan, which called for exactly this type of bold infrastructure investment. It has guided 
our advocacy with administrations and legislators of both parties, and the leadership of President 
Biden and senators from both parties produced a bill that achieved many of our ‘Building to Win’ goals 
without raising tax rates on manufacturers. The hard work of so many manufacturing association 
partners made this long overdue win possible – thank you. 
 
To see the key provisions championed by the manufacturers in the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 
Act, click here. 
 
Advocacy Opportunities 
 
Manufacturers Mobilize on MTB: Join us in telling Congress that it has the opportunity to support 
manufacturers, businesses, workers and consumers in the United States by passing bipartisan 
Miscellaneous Tariff Bill legislation.  
 
The MTB temporarily removes or reduces anti-competitive tariffs on goods that are not made 
domestically or are not available in sufficient quantities in the United States, with the last MTB having 
expired at the end of 2020. Amidst a global pandemic, severe supply chain shortages and other 
hurdles, the lack of action on the MTB is yet another challenge. Congress needs to know that the 
manufacturing community collectively supports MTB passage. Click here to join a broad alliance of 
companies and industry groups in asking Congress to support this important piece of legislation at a 
critical time.  
 
This letter is open to state and local chambers, as well as companies and manufacturing and business 
associations. We encourage you to invite your memberships to join us as you feel appropriate. 
 
Let us know if we can provide you with additional resources to engage your members. 
 
CMA Member Highlights 
 
We are excited to congratulate and welcome back Patty Long who has been named the new President 
of the Railway Supply Institute (RSI). Patty most recently served the Plastics Industry Association 
(PLASTICS) as interim CEO and Chief Operating Officer and previously spent 18 years at the NAM. 
 
The NAM provides this weekly update with key content for our association partners. This is also a 
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platform to highlight work of our CMA partners. Shoot us a note on any initiatives or messages that 
your organization has launched that we can share with others. 
 
Coming up  
 
November 19: D&I Roundtable: Recruiting and Retaining Veteran Employees (12:00 p.m. – 1:00 
p.m. eastern) 
 
December 1: CMA CEO Monthly Roundtable Discussion (3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. eastern) Save the 
date. Registration details forthcoming.  
 
December 7: Manufacturers Retirement & Savings Plan Info Session (2:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
eastern) Improving workforce retention and quality of talent is an ongoing challenge for 
manufacturers.  One way employers are attracting and retaining workers is by offering more robust 
benefits, including a retirement plan. Hear about the newest offering for association partners, a 
multiple-employer 401(k) and savings plan that saves time and simplifies administration for you as the 
offering employer but maximizes potential retirement planning for your employees. 
 
December 8: Manufacturing in 2030  (Four Seasons, New Orleans, LA or Virtual Option Available) 
Note: Waitlist only for the in-person event. Virtual experience still available! Join us in New 
Orleans to learn more about the Manufacturing in 2030 Project  and to collaborate with your fellow 
executives as we look to what 2030 may bring. Engage throughout the day with content focused on 
the mega-trends that will reshape the world by 2030. Explore new technologies on the horizon, 
discover what the virtual manufacturing enterprise of the future will look like, and understand what 
skills and competencies will define future manufacturing leaders. And, most importantly, hear from and 
network with some of the best minds in the industry.  
 
December 14: 2021 Virtual D&I Summit (1:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. eastern) 
 
January 12-14: CMA Winter Leadership Conference (Four Seasons, Baltimore, MD) Be a part of the 
conversation at the CMA Winter Leadership Conference. Join nearly 200 manufacturing trade 
association executives as we discuss disruptive trends and technologies impacting the manufacturing 
industry. 
 
Leadership Reads 
 
A weekly round-up of leadership, operations and productivity articles, podcasts, and micro-learning 
opportunities. 

• Courage in the Midst of Change Dare to Lead with Brene Brown (60-min listen) 
• Gratitude Helps Us Be a Team Again IndustryWeek (5-min read) 
• The Psychology Behind Meeting Overload HBR (10-min read) 

Also Trending… 
 
This week we celebrated #AmericaRecycles Week. The EPA released the country’s first “National 
Recycling Strategy, ” a blueprint to addressing plastics and food waste with the stated goal of 
achieving a 50% recycling rate (up from the current rate of about 9%) by 2030.  And many of you 
highlighted your industry initiatives— 
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The Institute of Scrap Recycling Industries delivered its annual State of Recycling briefing. 
Consumer Brands Association had some fun with GIFs to push for uniform standards in recycling.  
American Forest & Paper Association and the Paperboard Packaging Council celebrated the 
environmental success story of paper recycling.   
American Beverage highlighted their nationwide effort to improve recycling infrastructure through the 
Every Bottle Back program. 
National Wooden Pallet & Container Association shared this short video on sustainable forestry.  
 
 
 
 
   
 

https://click.email.nam.org/?qs=ac418df658094599a5e8597901fd533f9e176c5c83fb5f997bdf5dcb4eb1d406a9d3221ff128e0254ad921c02a33dfbd1f3d2f666bd418b8
https://click.email.nam.org/?qs=ac418df6580945996d55bcca691989c30821942f2bd80273cabb3836bdadc115cc82422b4320d806d80958100ce0a9bb71a6d53bf96f21a6
https://click.email.nam.org/?qs=ac418df6580945993029199c88978f225e7f23259cccf1b1ee8a2c5e8eccb5c765902389c3a9b6abf51729ec6a9296a93cf8f915c6491b75
https://click.email.nam.org/?qs=ac418df65809459918940c527799ab64dba1d08f4cd12809c373dd1dd9a406cc06f24b3fd59328e8d39eae8bf53aa99b61dfcd3b9732eab3
https://click.email.nam.org/?qs=ac418df658094599c1db1c690798d9d181ad8f919c7f54ece6d852143e4c5199df2d91e62426057af8e70170cef382e064af497b2bb5843f
https://click.email.nam.org/?qs=ac418df658094599d7071b6af2d42a1f7ae121391bfe240e4947f872c6109c5bcf354be944128d412a302e9f8a00902042175be20cf4c3cc

