
 
  
CMA Weekly Update – February 4, 2022 
 

The future remains in focus this month with the release of our Manufacturing Leadership Council’s 
February journal and Factories of the Future survey. While manufacturers recognize the need to 
implement digital solutions, various challenges have halted their advancement on this front. Read 
more about the progress toward digital transformation here. 
 
Key Issues          
 
Manufacturing Jobs Snapshot NAM Chief Economist Chad Moutray summarized the latest 
numbers from the JOLTS survey released this week. There were 856,000 manufacturing job 
openings in December, inching up from 853,000 in November but down from a record 955,000 in 
October. It was the ninth straight month with openings that have exceeded 800,000, averaging 
883,000 over that time frame. Manufacturers hired 433,000 workers in December, down from 
463,000 in November, with fewer hires from both durable and nondurable goods firms. Total 
separations increased from 411,000 to 426,000. Therefore, net hiring (or hiring minus 
separations) was 7,000 in December slowing from a robust 52,000 in November. Net hiring has 
averaged 40,140 over the past eight months. For manufacturers, there were 95,000 layoffs in 
December, picking up somewhat from 84,000 in November, which was the lowest since February 
2014. It was 0.8% of total manufacturing employment. For manufacturers, the number of quits 
rose from 294,000 in November to 308,000 in December, remaining highly elevated and not far 
from the all-time high of 324,000 recorded in September.   
 
Vote Expected on House Version of China Competition Bill Last week, House Democratic 
leadership introduced the America Creating Opportunities for Manufacturing, Pre-Eminence in 
Technology and Economic Strength Act of 2022 (America Competes Act)—a nearly 3,000-page 
counter-proposal to the bipartisan U.S. Innovation and Competition Act (USICA) which passed the 
Senate last June. The Competes Act advances several manufacturing priorities, including $52 
billion in funding for domestic semiconductor manufacturing, as well as a number of other 
important trade, workforce development and anti-counterfeiting policies. A largely party-line vote 
is expected later this week. 

• Once passed, the two Chambers will get to work reconciling the two pieces of legislation 
with the goal of negotiating a final, bipartisan bill. We continue to welcome your feedback 
on the legislation and updates on how you’re engaging with your members. 

Guidebook to Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Released On Monday, the White House released 
the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law guidebook —a 465-page roadmap for state and local 
governments to access the nearly $1T in funding made available by the bipartisan infrastructure 
deal. The release coincided with the National Governors Association’s winter meeting and visit to 
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the White House. The guidebook covers 375 programs (of which 125 are new) and is broken into 
five broad sections: Transportation; Climate, Energy, and the Environment; Broadband; and Other 
Programs. 
 
CMA Member Highlights 

• A recent feature in CEO World highlighted case studies on “reimagined industry growth” 
from the American Bakers Association (ABA), America Frozen Food Institute (AFFI), 
Association for Unmanned Vehicle Systems International (AUVSI) and National 
Marine Manufacturers Association (NMMA).    

• The Nuclear Energy Institute has released a compendium of state actions supportive of 
nuclear energy. Their goal is to empower governors, legislatures and regulators with 
smart, effective policy as state’s energy portfolios are considered. More here. 

The NAM provides this weekly update with key content for our association partners. This is also a 
platform to highlight work of our CMA partners. Shoot us a note on any initiatives or messages 
that your organization has launched that we can share with others. 
 
Coming up  
 
February 9: Manufacturers’ State Affairs Briefing (3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. eastern) Join us for a 
discussion with Multi-State and our Official State Partners to hear an update on 2022 state 
legislative trends, including extended producer responsibility proposals, taxes, and natural gas 
bans and how manufacturers can be part of innovative solutions. 
 
February 10: CMA Insights Series: Mitigating Supply Chain Risks (1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
eastern) From labor shortages, shipping delays and demands for price increases to line downs 
and stop-shipment threats—nearly every industry is facing unprecedented supply chain obstacles. 
Without being able to predict what is coming next, how can your members prepare? There are 
proactive steps that manufacturing companies can take to mitigate inevitable risks. Join this 
webinar to learn more about these important strategies to ease both long-term and short-term 
supply chain disruption issues for your members. 
 
CMA Insights webinars like this one bring cutting-edge thought leadership, best practices 
and professional development to the manufacturing trade association community. 
 
February 10: The Work from Anywhere Advantage: Remote Work Strategies for 
Manufacturers (2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. eastern) Join our webinar on February 10th as NAM COO 
Todd Boppell sits down with both the Founder and the CEO of solar-powered lighting 
manufacturer, MPOWERD, to discuss their keys to success as a manufacturing company 
operating remotely. They will be joined by Peter Bouyounan of NetSuite, who will share how 
NetSuite’s cloud ERP arms distributed teams like MPOWERD with the information and insight 
they need to be flexible and efficient. 
 
February 18: D&I Roundtable: How to Engage & Leverage Historically Black Colleges & 
Universities (HBCUs) (12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. eastern) 
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February 24: Leading Edge Cyber Security Executive Forum (Houston Space Center, 
Houston, TX) We are excited to announce that we will be hosting the Leading Edge Cybersecurity 
Forum in-person once again after a hiatus. Join fellow COOs, CISOs, CIOs, CTOs and other 
cybersecurity technology, compliance, and operations leaders from manufacturing organizations 
for an energetic day of learning and sharing. 
 
February 24: NAM Food & Beverage Industry Group Meeting (2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. eastern) 
 
March 24: Quarterly Economic Update for Manufacturers (2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. eastern) 
 
August 10-12: CMA Summer Leadership Conference (The Cloister Resort, Sea Island, GA) 
Early bird registration is open now.   
 
Leadership Reads (and Listens) 
 
A weekly round-up of leadership, operations and productivity articles, podcasts, and micro-
learning opportunities. 

• 4 Ways Managers Can Increase Flexibility Without Losing Productivity HBR (5-minute 
read) 

• How to Get Inspired and Be Inspiring How to be Awesome at Your Job (30-minute listen) 
• The Metaverse Won’t Happen AMI Podcast (30-minute listen) 

Also Trending… 
 
It’s no secret that we’re living in an incredibly politically divisive time for America. Associations, 
however, remain highly credible and have the tremendous opportunity to leverage that trust and 
influence with policymakers. These nine tips from ASAE can help associations and their members 
navigate these tumultuous legislative times.  
 
 . 
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