
 
  
CMA Weekly Update – February 18, 2022 
 

Covid cases continue to plummet and we’re seeing a glimmer of what it might be like to return to 
normal. Even as across the country, states are loosening COVID restrictions and moving into the 
next phase of the pandemic, enforcement of workplace Covid prevention plans and policies 
should be expected as the protection of unvaccinated workers continues to be a leading priority. 
Join us for Life After the ETS: Understanding OSHA’s Covid Enforcement on Monday, February 
28 to hear the latest on successfully navigating current workplace employment and safety issues. 
 
Key Issues          
 
Manufacturers Push Back Against Harmful New R&D Tax Credit Filing Requirements: The NAM 
is working to mobilize manufacturers against a change to the tax code that would make research and 
development more expensive and threaten manufacturing innovation. Starting this year, businesses 
must deduct or amortize their R&D expenses over a period of years (as opposed to historically 
being able to deduct those expenses in the same year in which they were incurred). Driving more 
innovation than any other sector, manufacturers would be disproportionally impacted by these 
requirements, which would impose significant new burdens, create taxpayer uncertainty and hurt the 
ability of manufacturers, particularly small and medium-sized firms, to file a valid R&D tax credit refund 
claim. Further, the NAM has called on the IRS to delay implementation to ensure stakeholders can 
provide meaningful feedback. You can watch a recent NAM webinar on these requirements here. 

• Take Action Now: Congress needs to know that the manufacturing community is standing 
together against this bad tax policy. Click here to join a broad alliance of associations and 
industry groups in asking Congress to take immediate action to repeal the amortization 
provision. This letter is open to manufacturing and business associations, state and local 
chambers. The deadline for this letter is close of business February 28, 2022. For 
more information on how this incentive affects your sector, please contact NAM Vice 
President for Advocacy Michael O’Brien. 

“Shields Up” Advisory Issued Over Russian Hacking Threat: Over the past two years, 
Russian hackers have successfully gathered information by targeting U.S. defense contractors. 
Earlier this week, the U.S. government announced a ‘Shields Up’ advisory, followed by an 
additional advisory detailing the threat. “Protecting the factory floor from cyber intruders—whether 
criminal or nation-state—is about protecting our competitiveness, our security and our collective 
defense.” The Department of Homeland Security’s Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security 
Agency has developed a range of tools to support businesses and the industry through its Cyber 
Resource Hub.  
 
Cybersecurity is a vital concern for manufacturers across the country. Check out NAM Cyber 
Cover for information about an exclusive cybersecurity and risk mitigation program for our 
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association partners developed in partnership with AHT Insurance and Coalition. 
 
States Consider Infrastructure Bills: Last year’s passage of the Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act (IIJA) was an historic victory for manufacturers, due in large part to the sustained 
advocacy by you and your industry colleagues. As the bipartisan infrastructure law is taking shape 
across the country, a guidebook was released to help states, localities and tribes navigate the 
process.  Based on recommendations from Mitch Landrieu, senior advisor to the President and 
infrastructure implementation coordinator, some states are creating new positions for 
infrastructure advisors or an “infrastructure czar.” Additionally, states are considering a variety of 
infrastructure bills. In Illinois, there is legislation to end a gas utility surcharge that allows an 
increase in customer heating bills to pay for infrastructure projects. While Minnesota Governor 
Tim Walz announced a proposed infrastructure and bonding bill and Mississippi Senate just 
passed Senate Bill 2822, “Mississippi Water and Wastewater Transformation Infrastructure Grant 
Program Act of 2022.” 
 
To receive updates on this and other issues taking place in the states, contact us to sign-up for 
our MSAP (Manufacturers State Affairs Program) updates and issue briefing.  
 
CMA Member Highlights 

• National Marine Manufacturers Association (NMMA) unveiled its new See You Out 
Here Campaign this week. The campaign seeks to create a unifying voice and address the 
changing interests of boaters and prospective boaters. 

• The Food Industry Association (FMI) celebrated its 45th anniversary to this week with a 
playlist of 45 songs from 1977 and later. 

• The American Cleaning Institute’s (ACI) newly released economic impact survey finds 
the industry supports 700,000 jobs and adds nearly $200 billion to the economy. Read 
more from the survey, prepared by the M.I.’s Center for Manufacturing Research and 
Inforum, here. Correction: this announcement was originally run with an error in the 
association name.  

The NAM provides this weekly update with key content for our association partners. This is also a 
platform to highlight work of our CMA partners. Shoot us a note on any initiatives or messages 
that your organization has launched that we can share with others. 
 
Coming up  
 
February 24: NAM Food & Beverage Industry Group Meeting (2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. eastern) 
 
February 24: Making a Deal with the Devil vs. No Deal at All – Ransomware (3:00 p.m. – 4:00 
p.m. eastern) Sophisticated threat actors including ransomware gangs use ransomware to disrupt 
business and extort millions of dollars in ransoms. As these threats continue to increase, many 
organizations struggle to understand the risks, and make critical mistakes that affect insurance 
coverage, future litigation and ability to recover to normalcy. Join our panel of experts to discuss 
ransomware response, the timely information needed to make informed decisions that reduce risk 
and avoid the unwanted outcomes that debilitate companies. 
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March 1: CMA CEO Roundtable (3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. eastern) Join our first roundtable of 2022 
to discuss board management post-pandemic. We’ll also discuss emerging issues and trends 
from our association partners. 
 
CEO Roundtables are open to the chief staff officer at CMA member associations. 
 
March 24: Quarterly Economic Update for Manufacturers (2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. eastern) 
 
August 10-12: CMA Summer Leadership Conference (The Cloister Resort, Sea Island, GA) 
Early bird registration is open now.   
 
Leadership Reads (and Listens) 
 
A weekly round-up of leadership, operations and productivity articles, podcasts, and micro-
learning opportunities. 

• People Are Going Out Again But Not to the Office, WSJ (5-minute read) 
• The Road to Industry 4.0, NTT Data (deep dive) 
• Beyond Covid: Current Challenges for Associations Eventful Podcast (20-minute listen) 

Also Trending… 
 
As the great resignation trend from 2021 continues into 2022, associations like other 
organizations are grappling with this upward trend of job turnover, including in our board 
leadership. The result has created some interesting dynamics in board composition and 
management. We’ll be discussing how associations are dealing with the resulting effects at our 
first CEO roundtable of the year on March 1. We’ll also reserve time to touch on emerging issues 
you’re experiencing. CMA chief staff officers may register here . 
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