
 
  
CMA Weekly Update – January 28, 2022 
 

The latest drop in unemployment filings demonstrate a tightening labor market with many job 
openings despite the disruptions caused by Omicron. The future workforce will continue to ‘favor’ 
workers over employers, with the labor pool set to grow just 0.2% a year from 2024 to 2031, 
according to the Congressional Budget Office and Axios. In manufacturing, job openings remain 
near record highs, and manufacturers continue to note difficulties in finding and retaining workers. 
There is some good news, however, as we are making progress on this front. Manufacturers hired 
more workers in 2021 than in any year since 1994. As such, even with a number of significant 
headwinds, manufacturing demand and employment remain bright spots in the economy. 
 
Key Issues          
 
House Unveils COMPETES ACT This week, the House unveiled the America COMPETES Act a 
$250 billion legislative package designed to bolster U.S. semiconductor manufacturing and level 
the playing field in competition with China. The bipartisan legislation includes funding to expand 
domestic manufacturing of semiconductors, the Miscellaneous Tariff Bill and improvements to the 
Section 301 tariff exclusion process. It supports STEM workforce development and promotes 
regional innovation ecosystems, among other provisions. The NAM strongly supports 
COMPETES and the U.S. Innovation and Competition Act (USICA), which the Senate passed in 
June. We welcome your feedback on the legislation as well as updates on how you’re engaging 
with your members.  
 
New Policy Push to Attract STEM Talent The Biden administration announced policy changes 
last week to various visa programs designed to attract and retain STEM talent and improve U.S. 
competitiveness. These changes are in line with years of NAM advocacy and include components 
of “ A Way Forward,” the NAM’s plan for comprehensive immigration reform. These policies 
include: 

• An expansion of the STEM Optional Practical Training program to allow undergraduate 
and graduate students in STEM fields with these visas to participate in professional 
training for up to 36 months (an increase from 18 months for some degree holders); 

• Adjustments to the J-1 exchange visitor visas; and  
• An expansion of a specialized (O-1A) “extraordinary ability” visa. 

Click here and here for further information from the Department of Homeland Security and the 
Department of State, respectively.  
 
Mandate Update: OSHA Formally Withdraws Emergency Standard The Biden administration 
withdrew OSHA’s vaccine or weekly testing Emergency Temporary Standard this week, while 
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simultaneously asking the Sixth Circuit to dismiss the nearly 30 lawsuits challenging the ETS as 
moot—formally terminating litigation on the broad mandate which was stayed by the Supreme 
Court earlier this month. Although the ETS technically remains a proposed rule, OSHA has no 
firm plans to issue a permanent standard—which involves a much lengthier rulemaking process—
and is currently focused on finalizing the mandate for health care workers which was green lit by 
the Court. OSHA could opt to pursue a more limited industry-specific standard given the Court’s 
express endorsement of “target[ed] regulations” for workplaces that pose a “special danger” to 
Covid-19. 
 
CMA Member Highlights 

• The American Forest and Paper Association (AF&PA) released a new report affirming 
that 94% of Americans have access to community paper and paperboard recycling 
programs. The 2021 AF&PA Access to Recycling Study also finds more Americans, 79%, 
now have access to residential-curbside programs making it easier to recycle paper at 
home – an increase of more than 14 million people since the 2014 study. Read president 
and CEO Heidi Brock’s take here.  

The NAM provides this weekly update with key content for our association partners. This is also a 
platform to highlight work of our CMA partners. Shoot us a note on any initiatives or messages 
that your organization has launched that we can share with others. 
 
Coming up  
 
February 3: Executive Insights Series: Executive Spotlight with Barbara Humpton, 
President and CEO, Siemens USA (2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. eastern) Cindy Bolt, Salesforce senior 
vice president of manufacturing, automotive and energy industries, will be joined by Siemens USA 
President and CEO Barbara Humpton for a hot-seat interview followed by 20 minutes of Q&A 
from the online audience. The conversation will focus on “Leading in the Next Decade.” 
 
February 10: CMA Insights Series: Mitigating Supply Chain Risks (1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
eastern) From labor shortages, shipping delays and demands for price increases to line downs 
and stop-shipment threats—nearly every industry is facing unprecedented supply chain obstacles. 
Without being able to predict what is coming next, how can your members prepare? There are 
proactive steps that manufacturing companies can take to mitigate inevitable risks. Join this 
webinar to learn more about these important strategies to ease both long-term and short-term 
supply chain disruption issues for your members. 
CMA Insights webinars bring cutting-edge thought leadership, best practices and 
professional development to the manufacturing trade association community. 
 
February 10: The Work from Anywhere Advantage: Remote Work Strategies for 
Manufacturers (2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. eastern) Join our webinar on February 10th as NAM COO 
Todd Boppell sits down with both the Founder and the CEO of solar-powered lighting 
manufacturer, MPOWERD, to discuss their keys to success as a manufacturing company 
operating remotely. They will be joined by Peter Bouyounan of NetSuite, who will share how 
NetSuite’s cloud ERP arms distributed teams like MPOWERD with the information and insight 
they need to be flexible and efficient. 
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February 24: Leading Edge Cyber Security Executive Forum (Houston Space Center, 
Houston, TX) We are excited to announce that we will be hosting the Leading Edge Cybersecurity 
Forum in-person once again after a hiatus. Join fellow COOs, CISOs, CIOs, CTOs and other 
cybersecurity technology, compliance, and operations leaders from manufacturing organizations 
for an energetic day of learning and sharing. 
 
February 24: NAM Food & Beverage Industry Group Meeting (2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. eastern) 
 
March 24: Quarterly Economic Update for Manufacturers (2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. eastern) 
 
August 10-12: CMA Summer Leadership Conference (The Cloister Resort, Sea Island, GA) 
Early bird registration is open now.   
 
Leadership Reads (and Listens) 
 
A weekly round-up of leadership, operations and productivity articles, podcasts, and micro-
learning opportunities. 

• How CEOs Learn McKinsey (10-minute read) 
• For Senior Executives, Personal Development is Professional Development Forbes (5-

minute read) 
• How to Get Inspired and Be Inspiring How to be Awesome at Your Job (30-minute listen) 

Also Trending… 
 
Supply chain woes continue to be an ongoing concern for manufacturers with companies citing 
supply chain bottlenecks as a significant challenge to growth. Join us on February 10th for the next 
CMA Insights event which will take a deep dive into strategies for addressing these challenges. 
 
 
 . 
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