
 
  
CMA Weekly Update – October 7, 2022 

 

Today is MFG Day! MFG Day helps showcase the reality of modern manufacturing 
careers to young people nationwide by encouraging thousands of companies and 
educational institutions around the country to open their doors to students, parents, 
teachers, and community leaders. The annual celebration, which begins today, kicks 
off a month full of exciting and inspirational events designed to recruit and inspire the 
next generation of manufacturing workers. 
 
President Biden has officially proclaimed today to be National Manufacturing Day and 
the Creators Wanted tour experience is in South Carolina today to highlight the many 
career opportunities available in manufacturing. 
 
It’s not too late to register events - if your association or members are hosting a 
Manufacturing Day Event, put your events on the map so students, teachers, parents, 
and community leaders can learn about opportunities in their communities to explore 
careers in modern manufacturing. You can join other associations and add your 
event to the national map here. Also refer to these useful tips for promoting and 
sharing MFG Day content on social media. 

 

KEY ISSUES 
  

The Latest on the Ongoing Transportation Labor Negotiations Last month, 
contract negotiations between the U.S. Class I railroads, represented by the National 
Railway Labor Conference and the labor unions representing the rail workforce, came 
perilously close to resulting in a national freight rail strike. Manufacturers urged 
Congress to intervene if needed. While a late-hour deal was struck between labor 
leadership and the NRLC, the rank-and-file members of each union must now ratify 
that agreement before the process is complete.  

• The parties have agreed to an additional period of time for further discussions 
should any of the ratification votes fail, prohibiting an immediate service 
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shutdown. 
  

• As those votes proceed, the NRLC has recently established this Bargaining 
Status FAQ site, updating news of ratification votes and with additional details 
about the negotiated contract terms. 
  

• The NAM will continue to keep members apprised of developments and will 
maintain pressure to ensure that freight rail transportation and other key 
modal elements of the supply chain are not interrupted. 

Manufacturing Job Openings: The Bureau of Labor Statistics released their 
National Employment Report that showed nationally Manufacturing employment 
increased by 22,000 in September, slowing from 27,000 in August but continuing to 
rise solidly. The labor market remained a bright spot in an economy that has seen 
softening in other areas. Through the first three quarters of 2022, the sector hired 
325,000 employees, building on the 365,000 workers added in calendar year 2021, 
the most since 1994. Currently, the manufacturing sector has 12,880,000 employees, 
the most since November 2008. 

• Net hiring in the durable and nondurable goods sectors was 16,000 and 
6,000, respectively. 
  

• The U.S. economy has added a healthy net number of new employees for the 
year to date: 3,778,000. 
  

• The average hourly earnings of production and nonsupervisory workers in 
manufacturing rose 0.4% from $25.11 in August to $25.22 in September, up 
4.6% from one year ago. 
  

• The unemployment rate declined from 3.7% in August to 3.5% in September, 
matching the rate seen in July as the labor force participation rate edged 
down from 62.4% to 62.3%. 

On a year-over-year basis, employment increased in all of the major manufacturing 
sectors, which was encouraging. The strongest hiring growth over the past 12 months 
occurred in the following manufacturing sectors: food manufacturing (up 72,700), 
transportation equipment (up 72,600, including 47,100 from motor vehicles and 
parts), fabricated metal products (up 57,300), chemicals (up 40,300) and machinery 
(up 33,900). 
 
New York Bans the Sale of Gas-Powered Cars by 2035 Last Thursday, Governor 
Kathy Hochul announced that New York will follow California in banning the sale of 
gas-powered cars by 2035 to commence the regulatory process for the law she 
signed last year. New York is one of several states that have adopted California’s 
Zero Emissions Vehicle (ZEV) program under Section 177 of the Clean Air Act. That 
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program authorizes California to set its own emissions standards and allows other 
states to follow suit. Although Governor Hochul signed the measure ( A.4302) 
requiring the sale of zero emissions vehicles by 2035 last year, the Clean Air Act 
required the state to wait until California finalized its own analogous law to begin the 
regulatory process to implement the zero-emission measure. Read more Here. 
 
DOE Seeks Public Input on Use of the Defense Production Act for Clean Energy 
On Monday, the Department of Energy announced a request for public input on how 
to best use the Defense Production Act to bolster clean energy. The RFI specifically 
asks how the DPA can be used to address: (1) technology supply chain challenges 
and opportunities; (2) domestic manufacturing; (3) American workforce investment; 
and (4) energy equity, community access, and economic benefit. Back in June of this 
year, President Biden delegated to the DOE authority to use the DPA—which 
authorizes the President to prioritize contracts for certain activities in the interest of 
national security—to accelerate production in energy technologies. DOE seeks 
information regarding transformers and electric grid components; solar photovoltaics; 
insulation materials; and electrolyzers, platinum group metals, and fuel cells for clean 
hydrogen by 5 p.m. on November 30, 2022. Read more Here. 

 

Is Your Organization a Target? 
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Manufacturing CISOs, CTOs and other cyber execs will gather on 10/17 in Cleveland 
for NAM’s Leading Edge Cyber Forum to review trends in OT security, the true cost of 
operational downtime, securing the supply chain and more. Join the discussion - 
register to attend and invite your member companies. 

 

CMA MEMBER HIGHLIGHTS 

• Many of our CMA members and their member companies are participating in 
Manufacturing Day in innovative ways. See below for a list of some of our 
CMA members who have used their resources to sponsor MFG Day, host an 
MFG Day event, or used their platforms to amplify MFG Day events. 
  

• Plastics Industry Association (PLASTICS) MFG Day Industry Sponsor  
• American Forest & Paper Association (AF&PA) 
• American Foundry Society (AFS) 
• Association of Home Appliance Manufacturers (AHAM) 
• APA – The Engineered Wood Association 
• ASTM International 
• Battery Council International (BCI) 
• Fabricators & Manufacturers Association (FMA) MFG Day Founding 

Partner 
• IPC International 
• Institute of Scrap Recycling Industries (ISRI) 
• International Sign Association 
• Wood Machinery Manufacturers of America (WMMA) 

If your association is participating in Manufacturing Day in a unique way, we want to 
know! Click here to share how you are celebrating and we will include it in a future 
CMA Update. 

• Earlier this week, the American Cleaning Institute (ACI) released a new 
Sustainability Report showcasing the cleaning sector’s drive to reduce 
emissions and packaging, as well as calling for increased transparency for 
federal standard governing cleaning product ingredient labeling. You can find 
the full report here.  

The NAM provides this weekly update with key content for our association partners. 
This is also a platform to highlight work of our CMA partners. Shoot us a note on any 
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initiatives or messages that your organization has launched that we can share with 
others. 

 

COMING UP 
  

October 11: CMA Insights: Research Best Practices with Vault Consulting 
(virtual), 3:00 PM ET. Vault Consulting and the panel will review key findings from the 
recent Research Benchmarking survey, ranging from the size of members’ research 
programs to the different report formats used by CMA members. We will then guide a 
panel of CMA members in a discussion on best practices and challenges in 
their industry sales and shipments and operational benchmarking research programs. 
Come learn from your peers and share your experiences and challenges in this 
interactive discussion. 
 
October 13: Emerging Trends Policy Webinar (For Association Partners) (virtual), 
3:00– 4:00 PM ET. Robyn Boerstling, NAM’s Vice President of Infrastructure, 
Innovation and HR Policy, will lead a discussion on the current state of supply chain 
transportation issues and updates on labor policy.  
 
October 17: Leading Edge Cybersecurity Forum (Cleveland, OH), 9:00 – 4:00 PM 
ET. Join fellow COOs, CISOs, CIOs, CTOs and other cybersecurity technology, 
compliance, and operations leaders from manufacturing organizations for an 
energetic day of learning and sharing. Gain a better understanding of the ever-
changing cybersecurity landscape, trends and new regulations. Discover how leading 
companies are protecting themselves from cyber disruptions and explore ways to 
mitigate the impact of supply chain breaches and third-party risk. In addition to 
hearing from leaders present on each topic, attendees will have the opportunity to 
network and share best practices and experiences during breakout sessions diving 
deeper into aspects of each topic. 
 
October 18-20: Manufacturing Institute Workforce Summit (Cincinnati, OH) It’s not 
too late to join professionals from CMA partners, manufacturers, thought leaders, 
educators, economic developers, business association leaders, human resource and 
workforce development professionals to discuss workforce development and the 
future of manufacturing. The summit will be an opportunity to hear from leaders who 
have developed local solutions to address the manufacturing skills gap and an 
opportunity to build new partnerships geared toward solutions to take back to your 
community. We encourage you to highlight this opportunity for your members as well. 
(Please note: This event may be shared with your members. If your association 
promotes this event to your members, you will be considered promotional 

https://click.email.nam.org/?qs=435fc7042073211d9c4c039fad43f9d5f82c3c17ae586ed367235077021282ace52642440739e32b51285f2cc0abe59ece824054758dae46
https://click.email.nam.org/?qs=435fc7042073211d78d31ae5a24ffd23e4b5f200e0be3383dd90d84f48eba37e693e7d424c068b0007ed1420e4be859855d94bae3aed0033
https://click.email.nam.org/?qs=435fc7042073211dcbb978607c00ed1addbf42df9e1c7d2d742c6e68a943d06c0db9743198a788370ddb0055d503eb7dc919fd57ddafe0a0
https://click.email.nam.org/?qs=435fc7042073211d0cd80ea549d79a97ce494d09f04940a5ec503f58f33140aeb56ac38ba80edb204a5b9d27fa3c2710959862e01804543c


sponsors of the event and the MI will offer your association a discount code for 
up to 50 seats at the Summit for their members.) 
 
October 27: Association Partnerships: Research and Development Briefing 
(virtual). 3:00-4:00 p.m. eastern. The NAM Association Partnerships Team will be 
hosting a webinar discussing the R&D issues facing manufacturers and how 
associations can help protect the important tax provisions for R&D. 
 
November 1: CMA CEO Roundtable, 3:00 p.m. – 4:00 PM ET Mark your calendar. 
Additional details to come. 
 
November 7: Emerging Trending Policy Webinar (Associations Only), 3:00 - 4:00 
PM ET. Please note this event has been rescheduled (previously November 17). 
Additional details to come. 
 
November 10: MI D&I Roundtable: How ERG’s Can Support Diversity, Inclusion, 
& Mentorship (virtual), 12:00-1:00 PM ET. The event is a virtual roundtable to 
enhance equality and opportunity in our industry. The discussion will feature voices at 
the forefront of the ongoing work in manufacturing, offering industry-specific 
guidance. The roundtable will focus on best practices that can be adapted and 
implemented by your company and the key steps leading manufacturers are taking to 
create inclusive workplaces and the communities they operate in. 
 
November 15-16: NAM Legal Center’s Inaugural Manufacturing Legal Summit 
(Washington, DC) This event brings together elite outside counsel, prominent in-
house leaders, and beltway insiders to discuss the latest pressing legal and 
regulatory challenges in a full day of CLE-accredited content. This event is open 
exclusively to NAM members, including CMA member association legal professionals 
and will also provide an unparalleled opportunity to network with manufacturing 
lawyers across every industrial sector. Sign up here to receive the latest Summit 
updates, including early bird registration opportunities.  
 
January 11-13: CMA Winter Leadership Conference (Four Seasons, Baltimore, 
MD) Registration is now open! 

 

LEADERSHIP READS 

Your weekly round-up of leadership, operations and productivity articles, podcasts, 
and micro-learning opportunities. 
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Want to Promote – or Hire – the Best Candidate? Follow the Rule of Skill Over 
Talent Inc. (5-minute read) 
The Power Of Work Friends Harvard Business Review (10-minute read) 
Seven Ways to Shift Your Operations in a Recessionary Market ASAE (5-minute 
read) 
Why CEOs Need a Wellness Plan Too Associations Now (5-minute read) 

 

ALSO TRENDING 
  

Since the founding of the awards program in 2013, the Manufacturing Institute has 
recognized 1,288 women – putting a spotlight on the incredible female talent that is 
helping to define modern manufacturing and develop the next generation of our 
industry’s workforce. And we know there are many more exceptional women making 
a difference each day. Please consider nominating your members and helping us 
recognize them. Nominations for the 2023 Women MAKE Awards (formerly the STEP 
Ahead Awards) has been extended. Association partners and your members can 
submit nominations here before the October 14 deadline. You may nominate an 
individual outside of the United States if the nominee’s company has U.S. operations. 
Each company is allowed to nominate a maximum of 10 applicants. There is no cost 
to submit an application. The 2023 Nominations Guide is your go-to source for 
criteria, process, key dates, samples of winning essays and best practices. If you 
have any questions, please reach out to WomenMAKE@nam.org. 

 

  

 

https://click.email.nam.org/?qs=435fc7042073211d03c22327e61e1aaf297ab042d648e3c2e1e033395cacd3fdcc66f2047fc7e628137dd773ac78415438c57aec2d8d25ee
https://click.email.nam.org/?qs=435fc7042073211d03c22327e61e1aaf297ab042d648e3c2e1e033395cacd3fdcc66f2047fc7e628137dd773ac78415438c57aec2d8d25ee
https://click.email.nam.org/?qs=435fc7042073211d05e4d6835f4509ebe203c7e24e0a3419e911b1919c95e4a462eeec1c25f7c2bc90d18feeb8885b5e1c914604bfb522c9
https://click.email.nam.org/?qs=435fc7042073211dfdca7d9decf678505a15ce7f8ad568fef2ac0668754b2a58b1cb0d575bfd30e3c6e16fca8d0cae572247726b9c8efc50
https://click.email.nam.org/?qs=435fc7042073211d4ec467322fc01f60aa770c8a8f18fb2a89b31f87bc54516e77d23c6eb084c3ee349970d9adf0066465fcd25d14d927b0
https://click.email.nam.org/?qs=be5d4a2bef1aba4e6559abdba687aada57cdcfedc9bde319206d53c7055f4fee75b8774832bc805314da68a8601f9771a5aa0b794ff7983c
https://click.email.nam.org/?qs=be5d4a2bef1aba4e2c4bfa94841d12367873284fab9c5c86f23a2d70b71e46d7e41beb25cedec557a498663f895336fbe6b33c30320ecf17
mailto:WomenMAKE@nam.org?subject=

