
 
  
CMA Weekly Update – September 30, 2022  

Hurricane Ian’s devastating landfall in Florida Wednesday afternoon marked 
the second significant storm to hit the U.S. and its territories in less than two 
weeks. Our thoughts are with all who have been impacted this week. The NAM 
has an established partnership with national nonprofits SBP and Good360 to 
support manufacturers in their disaster resiliency and recovery efforts. If you or 
your members are looking for resources or ways to help, you can visit our 
partners’ resource and donation pages at the links above. 

 

KEY ISSUES 
  

What Manufacturers Need to “Compete to Win”: Earlier this month, we 
launched the latest version of “Competing to Win,” a comprehensive roadmap 
featuring solutions for bolstering manufacturers’ competitiveness. Catch up on 
what you may have missed:  

• Taxes: The roadmap includes a range of policies to help boost 
innovation, opportunity and competitiveness for manufacturers in the 
United States—and that includes tax policies that ensure manufacturers 
can continue to compete and win. 

• Regulatory reform: While smart regulations can enhance 
manufacturers’ competitiveness, there are far too many cases of 
unwieldy or unnecessary rules getting in their way. That’s why we’re 
standing up for regulatory reform and providing policymakers with a list 
of solutions to pursue today. 

• Infrastructure: As supply chain disruptions and shipping challenges 
have proven, it’s time to build on the achievements of last year’s 
infrastructure law to improve our infrastructure network. 
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Please consider raising awareness of the competitiveness agenda by sharing 
the following message to your social media network: 
 
“Manufacturers face aggressive competition in the modern global economy. So 
when policymakers pursue opportunities to bolster our industry’s 
competitiveness, we are all better off. It's time to strengthen manufacturing in 
America. #CompetingToWin  https://www.nam.org/competing-to-win/” 
 
Manufacturers Celebrate Victory in NAM v. SEC: This week, a federal judge 
overturned the Securities and Exchange Commission’s suspension of a 2020 
rule regulating “proxy advisory firms”.  The decision makes clear that the SEC 
acted unlawfully by suspending the compliance date for the proxy firm rule 
without following the notice-and-comment procedures required under the 
Administrative Procedure Act. Proxy firms advise institutional investors on how 
to vote their shares in publicly traded companies, but those firms have long 
been unregulated and unaccountable. The NAM has long called for increased 
oversight of proxy advisory firms. In 2020, the SEC finalized a rule increasing 
oversight of these firms—but in 2021, the SEC’s new leadership announced 
that the agency would not enforce the rule. Suspending the rule without public 
notice and comment was a violation of administrative law—and the NAM suit 
challenged this circumvention of the APA in court. Click here for more 
information.  
 
DISCLOSE Act Fails to Advance in the Senate: Last week, the Senate took 
a procedural vote on the DISCLOSE Act (S. 4822), legislation introduced by 
Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI), which would have amended the Federal 
Election Campaign Act of 1971 to provide for troubling disclosure requirements 
for trade associations, corporations, labor organizations, Super PACs and other 
entities. The NAM sent a letter on September 21 to all Senators forcefully 
opposing the DISCLOSE Act’s passage as an infringement on the fundamental 
right to free association by forcing associations like the NAM to provide their 
members’ identifying information as a condition of engaging in free speech. 
Fortunately, the bill deadlocked in a 49-49 vote, failing to garner sufficient votes 
to advance. 
 
CMA Conference Call for Presentations is Open: The CMA is seeking out 
presentations for our upcoming 2023 Winter Leadership Conference. If you are 
interested in presenting at the 2023 WLC meeting, please submit session 
information at the link HERE. Or if you would just like to submit a presentation 
idea for the Winter Conference Committee to review, we would like that 
feedback as well. The deadline to submit your presentation request is 
October 7, 2022. The 2023 Winter Leadership Conference takes place 
January 11-13 at The Four Seasons in Baltimore, Maryland. We look forward to 
sharing your stories there. 
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MFG Day is One Week Away: MFG Day helps showcase the reality of modern 
manufacturing careers to young people nationwide by encouraging thousands 
of companies and educational institutions around the country to open their 
doors to students, parents, teachers and community leaders. The annual 
celebration, which begins the 1st Friday in October, kicks off a month full of 
exciting and inspirational events designed to recruit and inspire the next 
generation of manufacturing workers. Registering events helps us demonstrate 
and maximize the overall impact of MFG Day, increasing awareness at the 
local, state and national levels. If your association or members are hosting a 
Manufacturing Day Event, put your events on the map so students, teachers, 
parents, and community leaders can learn about opportunities in their 
communities to explore careers in modern manufacturing. You can add your 
event to the registry HERE.  
 
Deadline for Nominations for Women MAKE America is October 7: 
Nominations for the 2023 Women MAKE America Awards (formerly the STEP 
Ahead Awards) close next week. Association partners and your members can 
submit nominations here before the October 7 deadline. You may nominate 
an individual outside of the United States if the nominee’s company has U.S. 
operations. Each company is allowed to nominate a maximum of 10 applicants. 
The 2023 Nominations Guide is your go-to source for criteria, process, key 
dates, samples of winning essays and best practices. If you have any 
questions, please reach out to WomenMAKE@nam.org. 
  

 

Is Your Organization a Target? 
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Manufacturing CISOs, CTOs and other cyber execs will gather on 10/17 in 
Cleveland for NAM’s Leading Edge Cyber Forum to review trends in OT 
security, the true cost of operational downtime, securing the supply chain and 
more. Join the discussion - register to attend and invite your member 
companies. 

 

CMA MEMBER HIGHLIGHTS 

• We are thrilled to welcome American Traffic Safety Services 
Association (ASTSSA) as a new member of the CMA. Led by 
President & CEO Stacy Tetschner, the ASTSSA has been a leader in 
the roadway safety infrastructure industry for the past 50 years. To read 
more about the ATSSA, click here. 

• The ASAE Summit Awards was held last night. Congratulations to our 
CMA member Summit Silver award-winners: American Forest and 
Paper Association, Juvenile Products Manufacturers Association, 
Consumer Technology Association, and Edison Electric 
Institute.  CMA Board Chair, Philip Bell (Steel Manufacturers 
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Association), and CMA Board Member, Katherine Lugar (American 
Beverage Association), were two of the event co-chairs. 

The NAM provides this weekly update with key content for our association 
partners. This is also a platform to highlight work of our CMA partners. Shoot 
us a note on any initiatives or messages that your organization has launched 
that we can share with others. 

 

ADVOCACY OPPORTUNITY 
  

ACT NOW: Help Protect Research and Development 
Join the NAM, associations across the business community and individual 
manufacturers in sending a message to Congress urging them to protect tax 
provisions that encourage research and development investment.  
  
Unless Congress acts before the end of this year, a harmful provision will take 
effect requiring businesses to amortize or deduct their R&D expenses over a 
period of years — versus being able to fully deduct the cost of R&D the same 
year. This especially affects manufacturers, who perform nearly 58% of private 
sector R&D.  
  
Click here to sign onto this letter asking Congress to immediately reverse 
this provision in a year-end tax package. The deadline to sign on to this 
letter has been extended to next Thursday, October 6. 
   
Please consider sharing this sign-on opportunity with your network or 
your own member companies. This joint letter marks the beginning of an 
effort by manufacturers to secure important tax policies before the end of this 
year. The NAM Association Partnerships Team will be hosting a webinar 
discussing the R&D issues facing manufacturers on October 27 at 3 PM ET. 
You can register for this webinar at the link HERE. 

 

COMING UP 
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October 5: Manufacturing Day Kickoff Event in NC at SAS Headquarters, 
9:30 – 1:30 PM ET. The NAM and The Manufacturing Institute are planning to 
celebrate Manufacturing Day (MFG Day)  at a kickoff event at SAS 
Headquarters in Cary, North Carolina, next week on  Wednesday, October 5, 
from 9:30 am to 1:30 pm ET. This live, in-person event will include an executive 
panel on how technology and analytics are transforming the industry and its 
workforce, a creators’ panel spotlighting the many paths students can take into 
exciting, high-tech manufacturing careers, and interactive exhibits of the latest 
analytics-driven innovations in manufacturing. If have members in the area that 
may be interested in more information about this event please  click here. 
 
October 13: Emerging Trends Policy Webinar (For Association Partners) 
(virtual), 3:00– 4:00 PM ET. Robyn Boerstling, NAM’s Vice President of 
Infrastructure, Innovation and HR Policy, will lead a discussion on the current 
state of supply chain transportation issues and updates on labor policy.  
 
October 17: Leading Edge Cybersecurity Forum (Cleveland, OH), 9:00 – 
4:00 PM ET. Join fellow COOs, CISOs, CIOs, CTOs and other cybersecurity 
technology, compliance, and operations leaders from manufacturing 
organizations for an energetic day of learning and sharing. Gain a better 
understanding of the ever-changing cybersecurity landscape, trends and new 
regulations. Discover how leading companies are protecting themselves from 
cyber disruptions and explore ways to mitigate the impact of supply chain 
breaches and third-party risk. In addition to hearing from leaders present on 
each topic, attendees will have the opportunity to network and share best 
practices and experiences during breakout sessions diving deeper into aspects 
of each topic. 
 
October 18-20: Manufacturing Institute Workforce Summit (Cincinnati, 
OH) Join manufacturers, thought leaders, educators, economic developers, 
business association leaders, human resource and workforce development 
professionals to discuss workforce development and the future of 
manufacturing. The summit will be an opportunity to hear from leaders who 
have developed local solutions to address the manufacturing skills gap and an 
opportunity to build new partnerships geared toward solutions to take back to 
your community. We encourage you to highlight this opportunity for your 
members as well. (Please note: This event may be shared with your 
members. If your association promotes this event to your members, you 
will be considered promotional sponsors of the event and the MI will offer 
your association a discount code for up to 50 seats at the Summit for 
their members.) 
 
October 27: Association Partnerships: Research and Development 
Briefing (virtual). 3:00-4:00 p.m. eastern. The NAM Association Partnerships 
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Team will be hosting a webinar discussing the R&D issues facing 
manufacturers and how associations can help protect the important tax 
provisions for R&D. 
 
November 1: CMA CEO Roundtable, 3:00 p.m. – 4:00 PM ET Mark your 
calendar. Additional details to come. 
 
November 10: MI D&I Roundtable: How ERG’s Can Support Diversity, 
Inclusion, & Mentorship (virtual), 12:00-1:00 PM ET. The event is a virtual 
roundtable to enhance equality and opportunity in our industry. The discussion 
will feature voices at the forefront of the ongoing work in manufacturing, 
offering industry-specific guidance. The roundtable will focus on best practices 
that can be adapted and implemented by your company and the key steps 
leading manufacturers are taking to create inclusive workplaces and the 
communities they operate in. 
 
November 15-16: NAM Legal Center’s Inaugural Manufacturing Legal 
Summit (Washington, DC) This event brings together elite outside counsel, 
prominent in-house leaders, and beltway insiders to discuss the latest pressing 
legal and regulatory challenges in a full day of CLE-accredited content. This 
event is open exclusively to NAM members, including CMA member 
association legal professionals and will also provide an unparalleled 
opportunity to network with manufacturing lawyers across every industrial 
sector. Sign up here to receive the latest Summit updates, including early bird 
registration opportunities.  
 
November 17: Emerging Trending Policy Webinar (Associations Only), 
3:00 - 4:00 PM ET. Mark your calendar. Additional details to come. 
 
January 11-13: CMA Winter Leadership Conference (Four Seasons, 
Baltimore, MD) Registration is now open! 

 

LEADERSHIP READS 

Your weekly round-up of leadership, operations and productivity articles, 
podcasts, and micro-learning opportunities. 
 
How Diversity, Oversight and Healthy Boundaries can Stop White-Collar 
Crime Forbes (10-minute read) 
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3 Types of Meetings – and How to Do Each One Well Harvard Business 
Review (10-minute read) 
Consider “Collective Competence” When Building Boards ASAE (5-minute 
read) 
What Makes a Return-to-Work program effective? Report Offers 
Perspectives Safety + Health (5-minute read) 

 

ALSO TRENDING 
  

Since 2004, the President of the United States and Congress have declared 
October to be Cybersecurity Awareness Month, and as cyber threats continue 
to pose a major risk to manufacturers and the supply chain, we’re providing 
resources to help companies be more resilient in the face of this threat. The 
Manufacturing Leadership Council recently released findings from their 
cybersecurity survey, which included input from 160 companies. The survey 
found nearly 62% of manufacturing companies have a formal cybersecurity 
plan in place, compared with 33% in 2018. You can read more about the 
survey findings here . Also this month the NAM is hosting a Cybersecurity 
Forum on October 17 to discuss the latest trends and strategies in cyber 
security. Keep an eye out here for more resources throughout the month. 
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