EDUCATIONAL WORKSHOPS
The IAPD Women in Plastics group hosts regional events to outstanding reviews from the
participants. Hear about the November 2018 event in Charlotte, NC), USA from an attendee.
We hope this recap inspires more women (and men!) to attend an upcoming event near them.
Women in Plastics
wrapped up 2018
with an energetic workshop in
Charlotte, NC, USA.
The event started with a casual
evening reception
at Firewater. In
addition to chatting over food and
drinks, attendees played a networking scavenger hunt to meet three new
people. The next day, attendees gathered for a packed morning of networking and learning.
After a mix and mingle breakfast, the workshop kicked off in earnest with
welcomes from both Women in Plastics Chair Kim Reddick, CPMR, and IAPD
President Wayne Gono. The group also had a special visit from Phanalphie
Rhue, the district director for Congresswoman Alma Adams, of the NC-12
district. Groups then participated in a “skittles” icebreaker to get to know
their tablemates.
The first speaker of the morning was Lori Louthan, director of segment
growth for SABIC’s Functional Forms Business. She spoke to the group on
“Getting The Most Out of Leadership,” touching on three main points: diversity
and inclusion; networking and trust; and confidence in your decision making.

Louthan shared
experiences from
her career, with
scenarios that
we could discuss
at our tables,
and share how
we would have
handled the situation.
Next, we had
a little bit of fun
at our tables with another icebreaker. Teams were challenged to assemble
a puzzle, with only one team member allowed to touch the puzzle — while
they were blindfolded! The activity was a ton of fun, and also an opportunity
to connect some of the lessons of Louthan’s presentation.
The professional development speaker for the day, Sharon Delaney
McCloud, covered “Building Your Executive Presence.” According to McCloud,
executive presence consists of three factors: gravitas, communication and
appearance. Her presentation was full of practical tips and tricks, real world
examples and personal stories. McCloud is an Emmy Award-winning journalist, cancer survivor, Olympic torch bearer and communications pro, who was
an absolute delight to listen to.
Prior to the event, attendees were asked to bring household product
donations for Lily Pad Haven, a nonprofit organization supporting women
who were victims of sex and labor trafficking. Community Outreach and
Development Coordinator Alexa Nagy thanked the group at the end of the
workshop. We were so pleased at the outpouring of support from attendees.
With the Charlotte metro area being home to several headquarters of
IAPD member companies, it was especially exciting to have such a diverse
group of attendees at this workshop. Sales, finance, customer service, marketing, training and executive leadership were all represented. Special thanks
to the workshop sponsors SIMONA America, Inc.; 3A Composites USA, Inc.;
Polymershapes and Röchling Engineered Plastics. Women in Plastics regional
workshops are truly an invaluable benefit for our industry – and I look forward to the 2019 workshops.
— Courtney Kincaid, Polymershapes

SAVE THE DATES FOR 2019

WOMEN IN PLASTICS EVENTS
Four Women in Plastics Educational Workshops have been scheduled for 2019: Thursday, March 7, 2019 in Houston, TX, USA;
Thursday, June 13, 2019 in Chicago, IL, USA; Thursday, August 1, 2019 in Anaheim, CA, USA; and Thursday, November 7, 2019
in Atlanta, CA, USA. Each educational workshop will feature expert speakers, interactive networking activities, lively group
discussion and an opportunity to meet industry peers and build business relationships. Women AND men are welcome to attend.
We look forward to seeing you at one or more of these popular events!

EDUCATIONAL WORKSHOPS
The IAPD Women in Plastics group hosts regional events to outstanding reviews from the participants. Hear about the August 2018 event in Philadelphia, PA, USA from an attendee.
We hope this recap inspires more women (and men!) to attend an upcoming event near them.

The August Women in Plastics workshop in Philadelphia, PA, USA brought
more than 80 men and women from our industry together to connect, learn
and engage with one another. First on the workshop’s schedule of events
was a networking and cocktail reception on Wednesday, August 22, at the
Fels Planetarium, which is located at the Franklin Institute Science Museum.
The planetarium truly added a cosmic touch to the evening, as attendees
participated in an icebreaker activity and enjoyed cocktails and hors d’oeuvres under the stars.
After a fun night of getting to know each other, workshop participants
gathered at Braskem’s North American headquarters in the heart of the City
of Brotherly Love. The day started with a team-building exercise called “Lost
At Sea,” where groups were challenged to work together to rank various
objects in order of importance for being lost at sea. After finding out which
groups would and would not have survived, our two speakers for the day, Dr.
Patti Fletcher and Brigitte Spolenak, were ready to take the stage.
Dr. Patti Fletcher, author of Disrupters: Success Strategies from Women
Who Break the Mold, kicked off the workshop with her captivating presentation. Throughout her talk, she applied several anecdotes to her lessons on
creating a culture of inclusion to drive real business results as they pertain
to the professional plastics industry. Not only did Dr. Fletcher give a very
informative and eye-opening presentation, but everyone who attended the
workshop was thrilled to receive a copy of Dr. Fletcher’s book to take home
with them.

The baton was
then passed off to
Brigitte Spolenak,
global
human
resources director at Quadrant
Engineering
Plastic Products
(QEPP), who traveled all the way
from Switzerland
in order to join
us for the workshop. Spolenak led an engaging conversation on “Career
Enablers vs. Career Blockers” and walked the audience through her own personal research and findings around these topics. She shared several personal
and professional scenarios from her various roles and global experiences,
which inspired a lot of lively discussions amongst the workshop attendees.
This was a great way to end the day as the group transitioned into a networking lunch and said their goodbyes.
We would like to thank our elite sponsors Braskem; Ensinger and Quadrant
Engineering
Plastic
Products, our exclusive reception sponsor;
SIMONA America, Inc.;
and our lunch sponsor
North American Plastics.
Without the support of
our sponsors, this event
would not have been
as successful as it was.
Thank you again!
— Kathena Siegel,
Quadrant Engineering
Plastic Products

SAVE THE DATES FOR 2019 WOMEN IN PLASTICS EVENTS
Four Women in Plastics Educational Workshops have been scheduled for 2019: Thursday, March 7, 2019 in Houston, TX, USA;
Thursday, June 13, 2019 in Chicago, IL, USA; Thursday, August 1, 2019 in Anaheim, CA, USA; and Thursday, November 7, 2019 in
Atlanta, CA, USA. Each educational workshop will feature expert speakers, interactive networking activities, lively group discussion
and an opportunity to meet industry peers and build business relationships. Women AND men are welcome to attend. We look
forward to seeing you at one or more of these popular events!

EDUCATIONAL WORKSHOPS
The IAPD Women in Plastics group hosts regional events to outstanding reviews from the participants. Hear about the June 2018 event in Montreal, QC, Canada from an attendee.
We hope this recap inspires more women (and men!) to attend an upcoming event near them.
On June 14, 2018,
IAPD
Women
in Plastics went
international for
the first time.
Twenty-four IAPD
members met in
Montreal,
QC,
Canada for an
interactive workshop focused on
diversity and inclusion in the workplace. The event kicked off with a welcome reception the evening before at Bar La Champagnerie where Karen
DeBard, CPMR, sliced the top off the group’s champagne bottle with a
saber! (Check out the “IAPD Women in Plastics live in Montreal!” video on
Facebook for proof that no one was harmed during the process.) After the
reception, attendees explored the Old Montreal historic area.
The next day, attendees started with a diversity hunt to break the ice.
Using rules similar to Bingo, attendees went around the room trying to meet
people who had been to at least three countries, were bilingual, had family in
Europe, etc. The first person to fill in all 12 boxes with signatures won a prize.

Andrea Herrmann,
the event host,
then introduced
keynote speaker
Karen Diaz. Diaz
is a professor at
McGill University
who specializes
in designing and
facilitating leadership programs
for managers and
staff in areas such as inclusive leadership, diversity awareness, creating a
respectful workplace, leading change initiatives and supporting teams to high
performance. She addressed that in order to be competitive, you need the
right tactics to respond to your evolving workforce. Diversity and inclusion
are vital for your organization to be more innovative, competitive and to offer
a rewarding place for your employees and customers. The workshop was
informative and all the attendees agreed Karen Diaz was a dynamite speaker
who was engaging and provided ample time for interaction and discussion.
The first international Women in Plastics
educational workshop
was made possible by
our generous sponsors.
Thank you to SIMONA
America, Inc., our exclusive reception sponsor; to PLASKOLITE for
sponsoring
breakfast
and to Ensinger and
Polymershapes for sponsoring lunch.
— IAPD Staff

SAVE THE DATES FOR 2019 WOMEN IN PLASTICS EVENTS
Four Women in Plastics Educational Workshops have been scheduled for 2019: Thursday, March 7, 2019 in Houston, TX, USA;
Thursday, June 13, 2019 in Chicago, IL, USA; Thursday, August 1, 2019 in Anaheim, CA, USA; and Thursday, November 7, 2019 in
Atlanta, GA, USA. Each educational workshop will feature expert speakers, interactive networking activities, lively group discussion
and an opportunity to meet industry peers and build business relationships. Women AND men are welcome to attend. We look
forward to seeing you at one or more of these popular events!

EDUCATIONAL WORKSHOPS
The IAPD Women in Plastics group hosts regional events to outstanding reviews from the participants. Hear about the April 2018 event in Columbus, OH, USA from an attendee.
We hope this recap inspires more women (and men!) to attend an upcoming event near them.
I’ve been fortunate in my plastics career to
have attended
five Women in
Plastics events,
one of which I
had the opportunity to host
with the help of
my peers in the
organization. After benefiting from attending these events, I had the desire
to bring an event to a part of the country that had not yet been exposed to
our organization and the value we bring to our peers. With the gracious contributions of our sponsor partners SIMONA America, Inc. and PLASKOLITE,
we were able to host a conference in downtown Columbus, OH, USA. We
had an audience that included an IAPD college scholarship recipient as well
as various local performance plastic distribution and manufacturing representatives.
According to Jim Richards, vice president of sales, East Coast, for
PLASKOLITE and member of the IAPD Board of Directors, “I was very impressed
with the variety of customers who attended. We had individuals from com-

panies who specify, convert, consume and distribute. Although
the event is
titled Women in
Plastics, we had a
significant number of men who
found the topics
covered to be not
just beneficial for
women in plastics, but for improvements in the industry as a whole. The candid discussions and questions asked provided an environment of sharing you
don’t often see in these types of formats. As we all know, time is always in
short supply. After attending, I would recommend anyone who is involved in
plastics to make the time to attend one of the upcoming events in their area.”
Our event encompassed the struggles both men and women face with
balancing our busy personal and professional lives. Our keynote speaker Deitra Hickey, Ph.D., gave a lively and meaningful presentation that
focused on “Work-Life
Balance: How to Find It.”
Following the presentation, we engaged the
audience with a panel
discussion that was comprised of our industry
peers and also included
Dietra Hickey.
As often as I am able
to, I will attend local WIP
events to support the
women and men who are a part of this organization, and to network and
continue to grow as a contributor to the performance plastics industry.
— Michelle Taylor, Polymershapes

SAVE THE DATES FOR 2019 WOMEN IN PLASTICS EVENTS
Four Women in Plastics Educational Workshops have been scheduled for 2019: Thursday, March 7, 2019 in Houston, TX, USA;
Thursday, June 13, 2019 in Chicago, IL, USA; Thursday, August 1, 2019 in Anaheim, CA, USA; and Thursday, November 7, 2019
in Atlanta, CA, USA. Each educational workshop will feature expert speakers, interactive networking activities, lively group
discussion and an opportunity to meet industry peers and build business relationships. Women AND men are welcome to attend.
We look forward to seeing you at one or more of these popular events!

