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Hi, just a reminder that you're receiving this email because you are a member of the International
Association of Plastics Distribution. Don't forget to add iapd@iapd.org to your address book so we'll be
sure to land in your inbox!
 
You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails.

Keeping You Informed: December 2016

The IAPD News is a free monthly e-newsletter exclusively for IAPD members to keep you up-
to-date about IAPD events, association updates, member news, industry happenings and much
more. Have a new facility opening or hiring a new employee? Send us your company's news
announcements or press releases for added exposure to IAPD members. It's free publicity! For
advertising information, consult the 2017 IAPD Media Kit.    

  

Be In It to Win It
It's that me of year ... decora ons are going up,
people are rushing around madly looking for
perfect gi s and dues invoices have been sent to
IAPD member companies. Be sure to send in your
renewal by December 31, 2016 for a chance to win
one of three valuable Visa gi  cards. Every
company that renews by the deadline will be
entered into a drawing for one of the following
prizes:

$500 Visa Gift Card
$250 Visa Gift Card
$250 Visa Gift Card

Y o u can renew online, mail a check to IAPD
headquarters at 6734 W. 121st St., Overland Park,
KS 66209 USA or call +(913) 345-1005 to renew over
the phone. Good luck! 

News You Can Use

Kevin Short President of Polymershapes
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Kevin Short has joined Polymershapes as company president. Short is an experienced plastics
distribution professional with more than a dozen years of experience with the
new Polymershapes ownership group. He served as IAPD president from 2014-
2016. According to Short, the existing Polymershapes leadership team will
remain with the business, and the company will operate independently under
the Polymershapes name from its headquarters in Huntersville, NC, USA.

"We will continue to serve our customers and suppliers through 70-plus locations in North
America and Chile," said Short. "I am tremendously excited about the growth opportunities
that lie ahead for Polymershapes. We value the long-term relationships we have with our
customers and suppliers - they are our number one priority. Our entire Polymershapes team
looks forward to a bright future serving them and playing a part in their growth and success."

Formerly known as SABIC's Polymershapes, the company is IAPD's largest distributor member.
Polymershapes was divested by SABIC in a transaction that closed on November 28, 2016 with
Blackfriar Corporation, a privately held U.S.-based investment group. Polymershapes is now
operating as a standalone company. Blackfriar Corporation also owns Laird Plastics, IAPD's
second largest distributor member. Short was previously a regional executive for Laird Plastics.
 

It's Business as Usual at Polymer Industries 
After a fire destroyed one of the buildings in the Tacoma, WA, USA facility of Polymer
Industries, the company is pleased to report that it is business as usual in that location.
Fortunately, there were no injuries and their presses are fine. They are in the process of
rebuilding. Thanks to their back up supply and equipment, along with shipping materials from
their operations in Henagar, AL, USA, the company is able to fill orders. Employees who
worked in the building have been reassigned to other areas of operations until the new
building is complete. Polymer Industries wishes to thank its customers and other concerned
members of the community who have reached out to them and given them support. 

Insights Into Social Selling IAPD E-Training Webinar
Social media has become a powerful tool and a strategic tactic for businesses looking to
expand their reach. Although this can be a powerful tool, mistakes can deteriorate your
business image, create a bad first impression or even turn loyal customers into boycotters.
Without an understanding of how to optimize each platform, it can also be a waste of time.

Join Angela Rodenburgh, marketing director of Redwood Plastics Corporation, to discover how
to leverage social media to impact your sales targets. Social media should always have a
purpose. What's yours? Learn how to build content strategies with a goal in mind whether it be
lead generation, return on investment (ROI) or simply increasing engagement. The
presentation will include how to step up your game on social media with best practices to help
you engage your target market and increase your online notability, as a company and
personally.

The webinar will be on Friday, January 27, 2017 at 2:00 p.m. CST / 3:00 p.m. EST. Click here to
register.

Introducing the IAPD Leadership Development
Conference 
IAPD is pleased to announce the IAPD Leadership Development Conference, a valuable
networking and educational event to be held May 9-11, 2017. Formerly known as the
Leadership Summit, the IAPD Leadership Development Conference is being rebranded to
better reflect the expanded opportunities available at this event, which will benefit all IAPD
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members. Join your IAPD peers in exciting Nashville, TN, USA for leadership training,
professional development opportunities and plenty of networking.
Registration will open in January. We look forward to seeing you there!

Headshot Hilarity at the IAPD Annual Convention 
One of the popular new additions to the 60th Annual IAPD Convention this
year was the opportunity to get free professional headshots taken by the
official convention photographer, Maia Rosenfeld. In the age of social
selling, a professional headshot is a tremendously important part of personal
branding. Most LinkedIn best practices include best practices for creating an
effective profile, including the importance of a great headshot. 

(For more information about LinkedIn profile photos, check out this article.
For more information about creating a great LinkedIn profile, click here.

Having a professional photo shoot, along with the requisite touch-ups, can
be  expensive. That's why IAPD was happy to offer convention attendees the
opportunity to have their headshots taken during the IAPD Plastics Showcase
hours on Thursday, October 6. A  professional make-up artist was on hand to
provide assistance prior to each person's time in front of the camera.
Rosenfeld touched up the best of the images and each person who had their
headshots taken were sent those images after the convention.

 Although it was "all business" for most of these shoots, Nick Kraguljac of
Zell-Metall GmbH had a little fun with his. We're happy to share both his
headshot and the outtakes here. Thanks to all who were able to take
advantage of this valuable addition to the convention!

Scholarship Criteria Now Includes Sales Programs 
Exciting new changes have been made to the IAPD scholarship program: IAPD members and
the children of IAPD members are still eligible to apply, but new this year is that students
enrolled in a professional sales program (major, minor or concentration) are eligible for an
IAPD scholarship. The program awards scholarships up to $4,500 to worthy undergraduate and
graduate students. Opening up eligibility to students enrolled in a professional sales program
will introduce them to the performance plastics industry and help attract the emerging
workforce.

Applications are being accepted between now and February 10, 2017. Click here for more
information.

IAPD members are encouraged to support this program with a year-end charitable donation.
It's easy! Write in your donation on your membership dues invoice or contact IAPD
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headquarters at 6734 West 121st Street, Overland Park, KS 66209. 

Invest in Your Career with Women in Plastics  
ALL IAPD members - women and men - plus nonmembers and
students are invited to attend the Women in Plastics Educational
Workshop on Friday, February 10 in Tampa, FL, USA. This half-day
event will feature:

Two speakers
Interactive networking activities
Lively group discussion
An opportunity to meet industry peers and build business relationships
Networking Breakfast buffet
A copy of keynote speaker Fawn Germer's bestselling book Pearls

You will learn about three important topics that will help you grow professionally and
personally: 

1. Presentation from bestselling author and acclaimed women's leadership speaker Fawn
Germer

2. The value of networking
3. Recruitment and retention in today's manufacturing world

Registration includes breakfast and a copy of Fawn Germer's bestselling book Pearls. Click here
for more information and to register.

Calling All Distributors: University of Innovative
Distribution is Waiting for You  

Ask any IAPD distributor who has attended the University of
Innovative Distribution (UID) and they'll tell you that this once-a-
year training opportunity is not to be missed. UID is a concentrated
program focused on the unique needs of the wholesale distribution
industry. Known worldwide for excellence in education, UID is
sponsored by the leading distribution professional associations such
as IAPD, in cooperation with the Department of Technology
Leadership and Innovation at Purdue University. These groups take
great pride in providing a superior learning experience. 

According to Jeff Norris, Redwood Plastics Corporation branch
manager, "UID is an invaluable resource for our branch and Redwood

Plastics as a company and it is an essential piece of our training program. The teaching staff
includes highly skilled industry leaders that bring relevant industry experience to their classes.
The course selection covers a diverse range of topics that is sure to provide value to any and all
that attend."
 
IAPD members receive $1,000 off the early bird tuition. Register by January 11, 2017 and you'll
pay $1,095, compared to the nonmember tuition price of $2,095. Register today! 

Member Savings on Facing the Forces of Change:
Navigating the Seas of Disruption 
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The NAW Institute for Distribution Excellence has just released the
11th Edition of their Leading Industry Trends Report, Facing the
Forces of Change: Navigating the Seas of Disruption. This research
study provides wholesaler-distributors, their suppliers, customers
and other stakeholders with strategic insights into the key business
and economic trends affecting the wholesale distribution supply
chain through 2020. It also describes new, innovative strategies and
tactics that distributors can use in response to these trends.

To get your discount on this book and other NAW publications,
simply select the pricing option for "Member of NAW Member Assn"
when you place your order.

More IAPD Member Savings

Did you know that as an IAPD member, you can:

1. Save money on insurance with Sentry Insurance?
2. Save money on freight with Yellow Transportation? 

Find out more about your savings with Sentry Insurance and Yellow Transportation by logging
into the iapd.org website and clicking on "Resources." If you don't have a log in, you can create
one for free at iapd.org.  

Congratulations IAPD University Graduates!  

Level 1 Plastics Certificate 

One employee from Evonik Cyro LLC
Four employees from Professional Plastics, Inc.
Two employees from Röchling Engineering Plastics
Two employees from Total Plastics, Int'l

Level 2 Plastics Certificate

One employee from Alro Plastics
One employee from Modern Plastics
Two employees from Piedmont Plastics
One employee from Supply Services Ltd.

Excellence in Sales - Inside Sales

One employee from Supply Services Ltd.

Visit the IAPD University(TM) section of iapd.org to find out more about IAPD's certificate
programs. 

Quick Updates
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Find and Keep the Right
Customers with the
Excellence in Sales Program
The IAPD Excellence in Sales
Certificate program is
designed to give your sales
force the tools it needs to
find the RIGHT customers
and keep them. Read More

Take the Plastics Certificate
Level II Challenge
The IAPD Plastics Certificate
Level II exam challenges your
technical knowledge,
research skills and business
acumen by evaluating your
ability to help customers find
real solutions. Read More

Join IAPD's LinkedIn Group
Engage with fellow plastics
professionals and expand
your social media reach by
joining IAPD's 3,800-plus
member strong LinkedIn
Group. See you there!  

 Promote Your Brand to the
Performance Plastics
Audience 
The 2017 IAPD Media Kit is
available. See how to make
your brand top-of-mind in
the performance plastics
industry via:
- 2017 Magazine Advertising
- IAPD Website Advertising
- Custom Marketing
- And More!
Contact Dave Blackhurst for
details.  
 
FREE Marketing Tools for
IAPD Members Only
Choose from any or all of the
Top 26 Markets for
performance plastics PDFs,
the IAPD Thermoplastic
Rectangle and the Material
Properties Tables. For a small
fee, have these pieces
customized. Click here for
details   

 
 

 Performance Plastics
Magazine February/March
Issue
The February/March issue of
Performance Plastics
magazine will include a
special feature on Plastics
Fabrication in Signs and
Fixtures. Promote your
fabrication capabilities,
products and services in this
popular issue.
Contact Dave Blackhurst for
details.

2017 Exhibit Booth Sales Off to
Strong Start
After only a few weeks, 45
percent of the booth sales for
the 2017 IAPD Plastics Expo
have been sold. The IAPD
Plastics Expo will be Thursday,
October 19, 2017 at the Hyatt
Regency Chicago in downtown
Chicago, IL, USA. Meet
decision makers from the
performance plastics industry
as well as end users and reach
out to  students. Contact Dave
Blackhurst for details.

Upcoming Events
 

January 27, 2017: Ramp Up Your Social Media, IAPD Webinar
February 10, 2017: Women in Plastics Educational Workshop, Tampa, FL, USA
March 5-8, 2017: University of Innovative Distribution (UID), Indianapolis, IN, USA
SAVE THE DATE May 9-11, 2017: IAPD Leadership Development Conference (formerly
Leadership Summit), Nashville, TN, USA
June 15-17, 2017: EPDA Annual Conference, Lisbon, Portugal
SAVE THE DATE July 13, 2017: IAPD Canadian Charitable Golf Tournament, Gananoque,
ON, Canada
SAVE THE DATE August 8, 2017: IAPD Northeast Charitable Golf Tournament
October 16-19, 2017: 61st Annual IAPD Convention and Plastics Expo, Chicago, IL, USA

See the online calendar of events for details and 
information about events from IAPD partner organizations.  
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