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Hi, just a reminder that you're receiving this email because you are a member of the International Association of Plastics
Distribution. Don't forget to add iapd@iapd.org to your address book so we'll be sure to land in your inbox!
 
You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails.

Keeping You Informed: March 2015

The IAPD News is a free monthly e-newsletter exclusively for IAPD members to keep
you up-to-date about IAPD events, association updates, member news, industry
happenings and much more. Have a new facility opening or hiring a new employee? Send
us your company's news announcements or press releases for added exposure to IAPD
members. It's free publicity! For advertising information, consult the 2015 IAPD Media
Kit.

Thank you to our sponsor:

  
Cutting Creativity
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New Look for iapd.org
The new www.iapd.org website launched last
week. The site is more than just a redesign: it's
built on a new content management system, is
mobile-responsive (adapts to your mobile
device) and interfaces directly with IAPD's
membership database. Members are
encouraged to login and explore the easy
access to all the members' only resources, the
all new account management capabilities and
more. 

Help share the good news! Encourage
everyone in your organization to set up a free
IAPD login account so they can experience all
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the value that being an IAPD member brings to
your company. From the new marketing toolkit
to the IAPD member logo to access to the
members' only publications - and more - there's
a lot to explore on the new www.iapd.org. 

Make Your Plans for the 2015 Leadership Summit
Today!
The 2015 IAPD Leadership Summit is coming up on May 12-13 in
colorful New Orleans, LA, USA. The hotel deadline for the special
room rate is April 17, so time is running out. Make your
reservations now!  
 
Every spring, IAPD members, committee volunteers and those who are interested in
being more involved in the association meet for a two-day leadership summit. During this
important event, the focus is on the strategic direction of the association and the plastics
industry.
 
"I personally invite you to the 2015 IAPD Leadership Summit where you will have an
integral role in crafting our industry's successful and exciting future. See you there!"  

- IAPD President Kevin Short
 
Click here for more information about the 2015 IAPD Leadership Summit.   

People & Places

Jim Harrington Passes Away at Age 72 
The IAPD community was saddened to hear that longtime
mentor, volunteer and industry champion James Harrington,
CPMR, passed away on March 17, 2015 after a long illness.
Harrington was a manufacturers' representative member and
president of Engineered Material Sales, Inc. until he retired at the
end of 2014. The IAPD Board of Directors approved an honorary
IAPD membership for Harrington during the 2014 IAPD
Convention. 

Harrington received the IAPD Pacesetter award in 1994, an award that honors a volunteer
who sets the pace for the organization through their service and commitment. He received
the IAPD Paul Davis Award of Merit, IAPD's most prestigious award, in 2001. He was
Chair of the Editorial Committee for more than a decade, reignited the Technical Advisory
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From left: Dave Blackhurst and
Ashlee Sundermann (IAPD), Eric

Giesen (ZL engineering inc.),
Crystal Roberts and Katie Schwartz

(IAPD).

Committee in 2012, served on the IAPD Board of Directors and, with George Southard,
CPMR, developed the Advanced Mechanical Plastics seminar.

"Jim exemplified true dedication to the association and the industry. He was a tireless
volunteer, patient instructor and a mentor to many of the IAPD headquarters staff. We are
fortunate to have had his passion and guidance throughout the many years of his
involvement with IAPD. Our condolences go to his family and friends," said IAPD CEO
Susan E. Avery, CAE.

ZL engineering inc. Hosts IAPD Staff Visit
On March 2, 2015, IAPD staff members enjoyed a visit to
ZL engineering inc. in nearby Lenexa, KS, USA. The staff
toured the facility, saw the manufacturing process first hand
and got better acquainted with the different types and
shapes of plastics the company manufactures.  
 
"The visit was a tremendous learning experience, especially
for our newer staff who haven't seen a plastics
manufacturing operation yet. We appreciated getting to see
the process first hand," said IAPD Deputy Executive
Director/Director of Business Development Crystal

Roberts, CAE.

SEKISUI Purchases Third Manufacturing Facility
SEKISUI Polymer Innovations, LLC has purchased a
third manufacturing facility: a 375,000 square foot facility
on 56 acres in Bloomsburg, PA, USA, located two miles
from company headquarters. The thermoplastic sheet
manufacturer's other facility is the former ALLEN
Extruders, LLC located in Holland, MI, USA.  
 
"This expansion is part of our commitment to further invest in the KYDEX® and ALLEN®
thermoplastic products portfolio. It is one of the reasons we merged the two businesses to
become SEKISUI SPI in 2014," COO and President Ronn Cort explained, "This is the
next step of SEKISUI Chemical Company's multi-year, multi-million dollar investment
strategy into the North American plastics business."  
 
This purchase prepares the company to expand product lines, production assets and
development plans into other global growth markets. The two other locations will continue
to expand and operate 24/7 to support the ongoing growth of their customers and markets.
The company will continue to expand its designLab™ and FSTLab in response to
increasing demand for customer collaboration early in the design process.  



Congratulations IAPD University Graduates!  
Level 1 Plastics Certificate

One employee from Boedeker Plastics, Inc.
One employee from Curbell Plastics, Inc.
One employee from Laird Plastics
Two employees from Lehigh Valley Plastics, Inc.
Four employees from Multi-Craft Plastics, Inc.
Two employees from National Plastics & Seals,
Inc.
Two employees from Piedmont Plastics
One employee from Plastic Supply of Pennsylvania
One employee from Supply Services Ltd.

Level 2 Plastics Certificate

Three employees from Boedeker Plastics, Inc.

Perception is Reality IAPD E-Training Webinar   

Register today for Perception is Reality, an IAPD e-training webinar presented by Angela
Rodenburgh on Friday, April 10 at 10:00 a.m. CDT / 11:00 a.m. EDT

You may be missing out on making a BIG statement. Your company's online profile is
most often your first impression with potential customers and partners. As plastics
professionals, we collectively need to promote our dynamic industry and become
influencers on the variety of online platforms available. We need to optimally promote
industrial plastics as a superior, inventive material to increase demand as well as to
attract the best talent.

In this presentation, we will discuss:

Research and tracking your customers
How marketing creates leads
Why you should invest in your online presence
Global internet advertising trends
Internet/mobile users worldwide
Why bother with mobile?
Content marketing vs. content sales
Marketing technology landscape
The social media effect
Top social platforms for 2015
Ecommerce by the numbers
Ecommerce trends for 2015
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The evolution of retail logistics
Tactics used by B2B marketers

This presentation will take place on Friday, April 10 at 10:00 a.m. CDT / 11:00 a.m. EDT.
Angela Rodenburgh, marketing director for Redwood Plastics Corporation, A Member of
Prisma Plastics International Inc., will give the presentation.  Register today!

IAPD Updates
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Find and Keep the Right
Customers with the
Excellence in Sales
Program
The IAPD Excellence in
Sales Certificate program is
designed to give your sales
force the tools it needs to
not only find customers, but
to find the RIGHT
customers and keep them.
Read More

Take the Plastics
Certificate Level II
Challenge
The IAPD Plastics
Certificate Level II exam is
an advanced program that
challenges your technical
knowledge, research skills
and business acumen by
evaluating your ability to
help customers find real
solutions. Read More

Plastics Training: Set Up
Your Team for Success
Ideal for plastics
professionals who are new
to the industry and a good
refresher for industry
veterans, Introduction to
Plastics teaches how
plastics are made,
processing and fabrication
techniques, ASTM and ISO
standards, properties of
plastics, materials and
more. Read More

 Don't Miss the IAPD
Advisor
The IAPD Advisor is an
exclusive economic report
from renowned economist
Alan Beaulieu for IAPD
members. It provides
valuable information on a
quarterly basis. Login to the
new www.iapd.org to see
current and back issues.   
 
Join IAPD's LinkedIn
Group
Never miss an important
update from IAPD, engage
with fellow plastics
professionals and expand
your social media reach by
joining IAPD's 3,500-plus
member strong LinkedIn
Group. See you there!  
 
New Publication:
Becoming a Digital
Distributor
Becoming a Digital
Distributor: Strategies and
Tools That Create Value by
Mark Dancer is your
roadmap to adopting and
using digital tools. Get data,
analyses, tools,
recommendations and
expert advice for creating a
vision and driving your
business forward. As a
member of an NAW
member association, IAPD
members receive a
discount. Click here to
order. 

 2015 IAPD Plastics
Showcase Exhibit Booths
Now Available
Exhibit booths are selling
fast! Get the best booth
location by contacting Dave
Blackhurst today. Read
More

Digital Marketing
Opportunities
Whether you want to reach
dedicated IAPD members
or the end-user engineering
community (or both!), there
is an option for every
marketing need. Contact
Dave Blackhurst for
details.

June/July Issue of The
IAPD Magazine
The June/July issue of The
IAPD Magazine will feature
the annual IAPD
Membership Directory and,
for the first time ever, also
include a special feature on
Distributor Best Practices.
This valuable resource is
kept year-round and
referenced again and again.
Don't miss your chance to
be featured in it! If you are
interested in contributing an
educational article on this
topic, contact Liz Novak for
details. For advertising
inquiries, please contact
Dave Blackhurst.
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Upcoming Events

 

April 10: Perception is Reality, IAPD E-Training Webinar
May 12-13: IAPD Leadership Summit, New Orleans, LA, USA
May 18:  25th Annual Greg Berry Atlanta Plastics Charity Golf Tournament,
Braselton, GA, USA
June 4: IAPD Northwest Charitable Golf Tournament, Camas, WA, USA
June 11-13: EPDA Annual Conference, Barcelona, Spain
June 19: 2015 ITR Economic Trends Summit, Chicago, IL, USA
June 23: IAPD Midwest Memorial Golf Tournament, Indianapolis, IN, USA
July 16: IAPD Canadian Charitable Golf Tournament, Lansdowne, ON, Canada
August 11: IAPD Northeast Charitable Golf Tournament, Williamstown, NJ, USA
September 21-24: IAPD 59th Annual Convention and Plastics Showcase, San
Diego, CA, USA

See the  online calendar of events for details and 
information about events from IAPD partner organizations.  

 

For Editorial Information, contact Liz Novak, Director of Marketing
and Communications/Editor-In-Chief

For Advertising Information, contact Dave Blackhurst, Sales
Manager 
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